The Information Landscape
[bookmark: _Int_BPcbQNzN][bookmark: _Int_arvL11As][bookmark: _Int_wRncaAu7]Have you ever been inspired by nature? Maybe a mountain or a sunset over the ocean. Landscape paintings do a great job at capturing the powerful emotions that we feel when confronted with the grandeur of nature. Take this painting, for example. When looking at it, the deer at the bottom shows the viewer the scale of the scene. The scope reaches deep to the trees in the back and tall to the clouds above. Not only is the landscape large, it is also made up of different features: mountains, the valley, rivers, animals, trees, grass, and more.
[bookmark: _Int_J4C8EPXG][bookmark: _Int_y2bkBnb9]Natural landscapes are not the only type of landscape that surrounds us. Another type of landscape, one that is a bit more abstract, is called the Information Landscape. It is anywhere knowledge resides, such as in books, with teachers, and on the internet, and like real landscapes in nature, it is both amazing and large and comprised of many different source types. It can also be intimidating to navigate. Just like how a real landscape is laid out, understanding the different features or source types of the information landscape helps us to navigate it and determine truth. Here are some of the different source types within the information landscape. There’s academic publications, things like peer-reviewed journal articles and research by scientists. There’s official news organizations. There’s informal commentary like opinion articles, social media, tweets, blog posts, YouTube videos, etc. And there are even more information types than what we’ve listed here. What might you add? Over time, you can learn how to effectively navigate this landscape and use it to find the information that you need. The first step to effective navigation in the information landscape is realizing that it exists. Now that you’ve done that, explore with us how it impacts your research.
