Boolean Operators
[bookmark: _Int_3OLr7dVf]This video will teach you how to use Boolean operators. But first, let me mention something about quotation marks. If you use quotation marks around words, search engines will only pull results that have the exact phrase. Without quotation marks, search engines may provide results that contain one, but not all, of the words you type. Here’s an example: searching “nuclear energy” without quotation marks will show results that say either “nuclear” or “energy” but won’t guarantee that the results use the full phrase. For example, you might get results about nuclear bombs or energy bars, which may or may not be useful to you. To guarantee that the results show the full phrase, you need to search with quotation marks.
Once you have some keywords, you’ll want to use Boolean operators to combine them in different ways in the search bars. Let’s start with the Boolean operator “and.” Typing “‘climate change’ AND ‘nuclear energy’” will only pull results that mention both topics. In that way, “and” helps you get more specific and focused results. The Boolean operator “or” will help you to expand your search results. For example, typing “‘climate change’ OR ‘global warming’” will provide you with results that have at least one of those terms. And maybe through your research you’ve been learning a lot about nuclear energy, and you need to understand more about other alternative energy types. You could search something like this: “‘alternative energy’ NOT ‘nuclear energy.’” I bet you can guess what this Boolean operator will do.
Let me give you just one more tip to use in your searching: the asterisk (*). Using the asterisk (*) will truncate the words you attach it to. Let me show you what I mean. If I type in the word “interact” and add an asterisk (*) on the end, the search engine will look for terms that have the stem “interact,” so “interacts,” “interaction,” and “interactivity.” See what I mean?
Getting relevant search results will help you to learn more about whatever it is you’re interested in, and relevant search results will come as you utilize keywords and Boolean operators. And often, as you read, you’ll realize that the people who write about what you’re researching refer to the topic with some of the keywords, so tap into their lingo as you go. Good luck!
